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RISK ASSESSMENT PROCEDURE FOR MORTAR TUBS

_____________________________________________________________

1.0 Procedure

The purpose of this procedure is to ensure that any mortar tubs which, are issued by ________________ to their customers for the storage transportation of mortar is fit for the purpose intended.  This applies whether they are new mortar tubs or tubs that have been returned from site and are to be again issued to new customers.

2.0 Scope

This applies to all mortar tubs.  This applies to all Depot Managers and Area Managers.  It also applies to drivers of delivery trucks delivering mortar tubs and to fitters responsible for inspection and repair of mortar tubs.

3.0 Related Documents 

a) TEL 595-3-98 Specification and Standard for the manufacture of sturdy mortar tubs.

b) TUV Certification 

c) Health & Safety Requirements, UK

4.0 Definitions

Mortar Tub: Implies mortar skip and vice versa.

Body: Implies the plastic body into which the mortar is placed.

Frame: Implies the steel frame onto which the plastic body is attached.

5.0 Level of Risk 

The level of risk is low for this product provided that mortar tubs that are used are in compliance with the above standard and have been independently tested and certified to this standard.  It should be noted that in order to pass TUV testing of mortar tubs the safety factor is 300%.  This ensures that should any minor damage occur to the product it will still be fit for the purpose intended.

6.0 Control Method 

a) New mortar tubs.  Provided mortar tubs that are used by ICON Precast.

b) Are manufactured to the above standard and have available certification by independent test house that they comply to this standard and have been tested to 300% of their designated load capacity.  This will ensure that the product is fit for the purpose intended.  This applies regardless of the capacity or type of tub that is supplied.

c) Mortar tubs that are reused on building sites provided a risk assessment procedure is completed in accordance with no. 8 below.  This will ensure that mortar tubs that are reissued to the customer are fit for the purpose intended.

7.0 Notes

Item 1

It should be noted that the Health & Safety authority in the UK have verified in writing that mortar tubs are not regarded as lifting devices as such each and every mortar tub does not need to be tested and certified.  However, they concur that it is good practice that there should be type testing applied to this product.  This means that on a regular basis a sample tub should be tested in accordance with the standard to ensure that it is fit for the purpose intended.  They also recommend that manufacturing of these tubs should be only carried out by companies that have a recognized quality assurance system such as ISO 9002 in place.

Item 2

To ensure minimal risk from failure or damage of a mortar tub a 300% safety margin is applied at testing stage.  It should be noted that for lifting equipment a 200% safety margin only applies.

8.0 Risk Assessment Procedure

Risk assessment should be carried out by an appointed individual in each depot who will have overall responsibility to ensure that product to be reissued is adequate and fit for the purpose intended.  Risk assessment is carried our under 3 headings.

8.1

 a)  Frame:
1. Examine all rivets and washers to ensure that they are tight and properly fixed to the body and the frame.

2. Examine all handles to ensure that welds are secure and that there is free movement of the handle that will allow proper slinging.

3. Examine the frame itself to ensure that it is straight and free from any bends due to excessive loading.

4. Examine the frame to ensure that it is free from any cuts or abrasions in the steel work.

b) Body work:

1. Examine top list to ensure that it properly covers the frame and has not been damaged.

2. Check that there is no tears about the rivets that could weaken the body.

3. Check the body to ensure that there are no severe abrasions or cuts in the body of the tub that could render if likely to tear or failure in subsequent use i.e. no cuts or tears should protrude through the body itself.

c) Debris:

1. Check entire mortar tub to ensure that it is free from excess debris both in and around the frame and the top lip.

2. Check also that the base of the mortar tub is free from excess debris that could effect the fill capacity of the tub in subsequent use.

9.0 Repair and Replacing Method

1. Repair

Depending on the severity of the damage mortar tubs may be repaired and reissued for use with the following procedures;

a. Rivets.  If rivets or washers are damaged they should be drilled out and replaced with new ones to the same specification as defined in section 3 above.  Existing holes in the frame should be reused and no holes should be drilled.  If this is not possible the mortar tub should be discarded and scrapped.

b. Check that the handles are in working order and free from defect.  This can be examined visually.  If excess debris is around the handles this can be cleaned off by shotblasting or wire brushing. If the handle is damaged or any of the welds are suspect the frame should be discarded and scrapped.

c. Frame damage.  If the frame has been damaged to such an extent that a new tub body could not be fitted then this frame should be discarded.  If the damage is slight and a new body can be attached it may be reused.  If the frame has bent by more than 10°from the level position it should be discarded.

d. Body.  If any part of the body is severely damaged it should be removed from the frame and replaced with a new body.  Minor cuts and abrasions are acceptable and 10% of the rivets may have extended holes around the hole in the plastic, however, more than 10% and the body should be replaced.

Excessive Debris

Excessive Debris should be removed by wire brushing or shotblasting from the frame.  If there is excessive debris in the base of the mortar tub it should be gently removed by tapping and the unit then can be steam cleaned prior to reissue.

IF IN DOUBT DO NOT RE-USE.

IF THE DAMAGE IS MARGINAL AND YOU ARE UNSURE AS TO WHETHER THE MORTAR TUB OR COMPONENT SHOULD BE SCRAPPED THIS CAN BE SET ASIDE AND RETURNED TO AREA OFFICE BASE WHERE IT CAN BE STORED AND RETURNED TO THE MANUFACTURER FOR ASSESSMENT / REPAIR.

10.0   Dated & Signed
This document should be dated and signed by a person responsible for issue.  It should then be signed and a copy kept by the person to whom it is issued.  A copy should be kept in the master file of recipients who have been issued with this document and also a master copy of the most up to date risk assessment.

a)     Issue by:                              Date:

b)     Received by:                       Date:

c)      Filed in file no:                   Stored at:
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